Press Links to Media Conference at Agartala on 20 Dec., 2015

Media Conference

On

“Sub-Regional Trans-Boundary Cooperation towards Food Security”

Under the project:

Sustainable Development Investment Portfolio in South Asia
Organised by CUTS International & Funded by DFAT, Australia
With the support from Agartala Press Club
Date: 20 Dec., 2015 / Venue: Agartala PRESS CLUB, Tripura, India

Press Link 1:

Aty FiAe A6l (@0 AR — *F FHEE

| wiam eifeffy, Smeel, 20

e ¢ AT BT s

| 9o S 2@ IR AT

FfRsAGT  (AE SECS T
AR 7S 8 FeTS T
21T (BT S 26 FCF A

| e SIS 2 | I FEREfere

A A ARG 7 5 |

TRIE GFG KO ACE G2 !
(A FzeE e s #iiea |
(TG AN (AT TG Sl
G2 AGR T ARG

| coreima 20ed WEE 5l

A |

IRRIR @A FIR AHETS G
FET a Sfews AT
IE 90! | TR SICES P

| Faerel et eronEd d4iw

A qrare M2l e, AT PR
w@m'@maﬁwm@m
%% Iz % @ @G o
TGS 170 STCS 23 1 205 -
S e TS S0 A Gu’
&= T6fS f2et | 05938 A
YN TN (G 01O f2eT 5.9
Y 5o | FHH FHFSR
WSS, TR @ JTae 92
qi5fen 727 w8 T | SRATS
T 4 AP TR Ao
A |

) R FAE TR
FEANATIF AL e A
T TS WG I T 8FY
el Z¥ | I 2, G0 AEA
(SIFRIZ A AreIH A |
(AT Y O FIAMNS T,

GATOE ARAT (AF ST
2pa A A o | e
™ (2T @ 2% 9eq @I i
CEE AT AT IR | A
ey wieR, s, wifee A
G Witz AR @ &
oI e A 49% ol |
w5 BHATE ARSI 20T
St Orel (AT A ST
(ICE G SAFoIZ T
QI 0 SfowS | AT e
(ATE A, TR AT ot
AfSca 2 e arefe @t
15 21 TR AT IO LrSF |
S TG, G AT T2
farea Cedms @R (SIERZ
IFE (o9 IAR | GF AATE
T2ifS 515 a1 7' I8 2%
7B (A 471 24 | Qo[ 9%

wmﬂzﬁmsmmf%m
Gqe 7T 12 (I HIFIR e
3 BT | AR e e Aife
WF (U0 A SIIZ GO
=0 O - ) T (475
FHAFAE AN (AL 92 B4
P eV A K e S 1)
RS = 2ifS SR S 20
YIS d SqF | ?15515‘115113.
A2 S e Seigee! (25 |
FRI @ EEten & |
S AaeEd Rom g3
2ifiey we | FIETR el P
Folif® FOS bEaS!, FAME
Feieifee Fi2 72 A A4
’ﬂ‘@”ﬁ?ﬁ‘[" wo [ s s
FRIPES IS A IR
AT @O0 0% Rt |

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE DEFICIT ON RISE — CUTS INTERNATIONAL
In Dainik Sambad (the largest circulated Bengali daily in Tripura) (Translated gist of the media article)

http://www.dainiksambad.net/epapermain.aspx?queryed=133&eddate=12/21/2015
Agartala, 20 December, 2015: A considerable amount of agri-product demand of Tripura is being met from

procurement outside the state leading to higher prices for end consumers. Due to lack of proper transport
infrastructure and connectivity, the cost of such procurement is quite high, resulting in high prices for
vegetables in the local markets. The issue can be tackled by promoting higher trans-boundary cooperation,
wherein agricultural produce can flow in from Bangladesh, lowering the prices for the common person.

The matter was being discussed at a conference organized at the Agartala Press Club on Sunday, 20 December
2015. Prithviraj Nath, Policy Analyst and Head, of CUTS Calcutta Resource Centre, the organisers of the event,
said that according to the statistics of Department of Agriculture, Government of Tripura the state procures 1
Lakh metric tonnes of cereal (paddy) every year from outside the state. The total deficit of vegetables in
Tripura for the year 2012-2013 was 0.13 lakh metric tonnes and that of potato alone was 1.3 lakh metric
tonnes in 2013-14. The organisers expressed concerns that with increasing population this deficit will also be
increasing in future, adversely affecting food security.

The workshop stressed that to ensure food security in the state and region, strengthening of transboundary
value chains and relationships is required. This will help the common consumers of the state. CUTS shared that
their research findings shows that Tripura is already importing a lot from Bangladesh with the import figure
standing at INR 357 crores for the past year. This mostly includes stone chips, cement, plastics products and
fish. In contrast, trade of agricultural products is rather low. If trans-boundary trade in agricultural produce is
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promoted through proper infrastructure development, it will help to lower price and enhance better
accessibility to everyday food for the common person. Export to Bangladesh includes seasonal fruits,
cardboard, leather, etc. The state has potential to enhance its exports in rubber, betel leaf, bay leaf, etc. The
enhancement of trans-boundary trade will positively affect the consumers on both sides of the border. The
success story of the recently opened Border Haats at Srinagar and Kamalasagar was cited as proof of how
higher trans-boundary cooperation and exchange can lead to socio-economic gains on both sides of the
border. It was shared that as per Departments of Industries and Commerce, Government of Tripura the haats
have done a collective business of around INR 2 crores for the ongoing year. In the backdrop of this recent
success of the haats, the organisers invited all relevant stakeholders to strengthen trans-boundary economic
and social cooperation. The event was co-organised by Agartala Press Club with support from Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Government of Australia. Satyabrata Chakraborty, President Agartala Press Club,
Kalyanjit Singh, Secretary Agartala Press Club and other veteran journalists also exchanged their thoughts
regarding this issue. At the conclusion, Sumanta Biswas, Program Co-ordinator, CUTS, thanked everyone for
their active participation.

Press Link 2:

MEDIA WORKSHOP
In Tripura Darpan (Translated gist of the media article)
Agartala, 20 December 2015: Tripura has got every possibility of becoming a hub for international trade and
. business. However, it is important to highlight and disseminate the possibility
SIREICEI ngﬂmi and potential to create a robust public consciousness. Bangladesh-Bhutan-
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further opined that such developments are very positive for the subregion.
The event was jointly organized by CUTS CRC and Agartala Press Club. Prithviraj
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a much needed public consensus to push for pro-cooperation changes in the
sub region.
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Press Link 3:

STRENGTHENING TRANS-BOUNDARY INTEGRATION IS AN IMPERATIVE FOR DEVELOPMENT IN THE REGION,
OPINED EXPERTS

In VNewsBD.com (Translated Media Release)
http://bangla.vnewsbd.com/2015/12/21/%E0%A6%89%EQ0%A6%AS%EQ%AT%SDHEO %A LASKEOWAT%IF%EQ
%A6%A8%E0%AT7%87%EQ0%A6%B0-
%E0%A6%B8%EO0%AT7%8D%EO0%AEXACKHE0%AE%BE%EO0%AEX%BO%EDO%AT%BD%EO%AE%ASHEQ%AT%87%E0%
A6%87-%E0%BAEBAABEO%AT%SDWEO%AE6%BOBEOWBAT %IFBEO%AT%SB/

Agartala, 20 December, 2015: The South Asian countries including India and Bangladesh should be aiming to

enhance and strengthen their trade relations which in turn can help the common people of this region. The
recent signing of the Motor Vehicle Agreement between the sub-region of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and
Nepal (BBIN) one of the positive developments in the region. The positive political will of India and Bangladesh
is very apparent from the fact that as many as 22 agreements, MoUs and similar documents were signed
between the two nations during the last visit of Mr. Narendra Modi, the Indian Prime Minister in his last Dhaka
visit. These issues were being shared by Prithviraj Nath, Policy analyst and Head, CUTS Calcutta Resource
Center. The conference was jointly organized by CUTS CRC and Agartala Press Club on Sunday, 20 December
2015. Look East to Act East. The clear intension is to build up a more integrated relationship in terms of socio-
economic development through the channel of international trade and business. CUTS experts think it is the
right time to promote Indo-Bangladesh relationship and integration. Prithviraj further cited the successes of
the recently started border hats at Srinagar (operative from January 2015) and Kamalasagar (operative from
June 2015) along the India- Bangladesh borders and also added the recent cross-border agreements like the
one between Bureau of Indian standard (BIS) and Bangladesh Standard and Testing Institute (BSTI) for
standard related cooperation. The MoU allowing the usage of Chittagong and Mongla Ports and the recent
positive developments in terms of transit will expectedly fetch the North Eastern region of India with greater
benefits amongst other things. CUTS also shared that Tripura is already importing a lot from Bangladesh, which
was to the tune of INR 357 crores for the past year and there remains ample opportunity for further trade.
Amongst other agricultural produce, potato is one of the important crops imported from Bangladesh, leading
to consumer gains. The organizers also pointed out the role of media in creating a much needed public
consensus to push for pro-cooperation changes in the sub region. Satyabrata Charkaborty, President Agartala
Press Club, Kalyanjit Singh, Secretary Agartala Press Club and Sumanta Biswas, Project coordinator, CUTS CRC
were amongst the participants present in the occasion. The house stressed the importance of a strong and
better relationship between India and Bangladesh.

Press Link 4:

In Tripura InfoWay
http://www.tripurainfoway.com/news-details/TN/43708/cuts-to-discuss-on-the-issues-of-india-ndash-
bangladesh-trade-with-focus-on-tripura.html
http://tripurainfoway.com/news-details/NI1S/43947/cuts-organises-media-conference-at-press-club-tiwn-pic-
dec-20.html
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CUTS to discuss on the issues of Indo-Bangla
trade with focus on Tripura
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AGARTALA, Dec 17 (TIWN): With aim to discus about the various prospects and issues of India —
Bangladesh trade with focus on Tripura, Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) to hold a media
conference on December 20 at Agartala Press Club.

PHOTO : TIWN

©On the half day Media Conference scheduled to be organizing on December 20, the organization is going to discuss
various prospects and issues of India — Bangladesh trade with focus on Tripura. Besides, they will also discuss on media to
facilitate trade led development.

CUTS began its journey in the year 1983 with the initiatives of the rural development communication namely Gram Gadar.
Itis published regularly and reaches every nook and corner of Rajesthan including the remote villages. CUTS has
expanded its scope for the consumer protection work in India and interventions to subjects, such as good governance and
Social accountability. trade and development, economic and business regulation and many others. The organization’s
vision is ‘consumers sovereignty ". CUTS Institute for Regulation and Competition (CIRC) was established in New Delhi in
2008 with the aim of offering research, educational and training programmes on competition policy and law and sector
regularity laws.

12/22/2015 TRIPURAINFOWAY : Tripura's Latest News, Views & IT|
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CUTS organises media conference at press club.
TIWN Pic Dec 20
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CUTS organises media conference at press club. TIWN Pic Dec 20

Page 4 of 5




Press Link 5:

In Tripura Observer:

Press Links to Media Conference at Agartala on 20 Dec., 2015

i

Agartala, 20 December,
2015: Prithviraj Nath, Policy
Analyst and Head, CUTS
Calcutta Resource Centre,

lﬁdﬁdthcmnetopushfor
better f darycoop
eration is

ern South Kﬂ. m tlw
positive political will in the
Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-
Nepal (BBIN) sub-region at
present. Nath was speaking
at a ‘Media Workshop
organised by CUTS Interna-
tional in partnership with
Agartala Press Club, at
Agartala, Tripura on 20 De-
cember 2015. Satyabrata
Chakraborty, President,
Agartala Press Club, wel-
the event is timely and im-
portant. X

The event aimed to create
media awareness on the re-
cent developments in trans-
boundary cooperation in the
BBIN Sub-region and the
opportunities for North East
India in general and Tripura
in particular. This workshop
was organised as part of
CUTS’s advocacy efforts to
promote trans-boundary co-
operation on food, water and
energy under a work

programme titled the South
Asia Sustainable Develop-
ment Investment Portfolio
(SDIP) that is supported by
the Department of Forelgn

‘hlgher trans-bound:
in Eastern South Asia region

TRIPURA OBSERVER

Imperative for development in state

Government of Australia.
The event highlighted the
positive developments in the
BBIN sub-region citing
India’s shift from “Look East”
to “Act East” as one of the
nlost important policy shifts
in the recent times that con-
tributed towards this posi-
tive impetus to sub-regional
integration agenda. Prithviraj
Nath shared that within the
sub-region, India-
Bangladesh cooperation has
been progressing particu-
larly well and has gone from
strength to strength. As
many as 22 agreements,

MoUs and protocols were

agreed and signed dﬁlg
Indian Prime Minister’s visit
to Dhaka in June 2015.
These include Protocol
for Exchange of Instrument
of Ratification for Land
Boundary Agreement,
Agreement on Coastal Ship-
ping, Agreement on Kolkata-
Dhaka- Agartala Bus Service
and its Protocol, Protocol on
Inland Waterways Transit
and Trade, MoU on Use of
Chittagong and Mongla
Ports for Movement of
Goods to and from India, Bi-
lateral Cooperation Agree-
ment between Bureau of In-
dian Standard (BIS) and
Bangladesh Standard and

Testing Institute (BSTI),
name a few. In addition there
have been positive talks be-
tween India-Bangladesh to-
wards furthering the already
existing energy cooperation.
The BBIN sub-region also
inked a Motor Vehicle Agree-
ment amongst the four na-
tions recently and there has
been a lot of thrust on its
implementation from all mem-
ber countries.

CUTS’s ongoing and long
term research indicates that
one of the most important
take-away from this sub-re-
gional trans-boundary coop-

‘eration discourse from

India’s perspective is the
possible impact on its North
Eastern’ states. For a very
long time, the North Eastern
States of India lived a life of
a land-locked territory with
plummeting incomes, liveli-
hood options and develop-
ment index.

The North East Indian
states, including Tripura, are
expected to gain majorly from
higher trans-boundary coop-
eration in the sub-region via
gaining access to alternate
and much shorter land
routes to the rest of India
through Bangladesh, access.
to the sea ports of Mongla

d Chittagong. acc

to, bigger and better markets

from across the sub-region,
and also by becoming a hub
for the enhanced economic
activities that such a move
is likely to generate. More
specifically, Tri 8Pura, which

sure enhanced food security
but also lead to better mar-
ket access by producers and
consumers on both sides of
the borders. As a proof of
this, one can cite the won-
derful initiative by the state
in the form of two Border
Haats with Bangladesh, op-
erating at Srinagar and

shares roughly 84 of
its border with Bangladesh

is particularly poised to gain
through better access to
Bangladeshi markets and
vice versa.

Tripura’s relauonshxp-mth
Bangladesh is aptly reflected
by its high import trade with
the country that stands at
INR 357 crores, which mostly
includes stone chips, ce-
ment, plastics products and
fish. The state can gain fur-
ther from import of other ag-

 ricultural and allied products.

Export to Bangladesh in-
cludes seasonal ﬁ'tms, ¢ard
board, leather, etc. ;
The state has potelﬂﬁl to
enhance its exports in rub-
ber, betel leaf, bay leaf, etc.
Given the similarities that
Tripura shares = with
Bangladesh in terms of cli-
mate, culture, language and
most importantly food hab-
its, better agricultural (both
inputs and outputs) value
chains across the sub—regmn
and specnf’cally with

Kamal T tively.
As per data available with
Department of Industries and
Commerce, Government of
Tripura, collective business
at the borer haats have
crossed INR 2 crores so far
for the current year. CUTS’s
study also revealed the posi-
tive gains and higher avail-
ability of everyday products
for the border communities
from the haats.

The haats stand as live ex-
amples of how ‘trans-bound-
ary cooperation can lead to
immediate economic gains,
higher access and better
people-to-people connect.

To conclude, the role of
Media in creating consensus
on these issues was high-
lighted. The house agreed
that state, national and re-
gional media needs to take
proactive steps to this end
and engage in the much
needed public and political
discourses on these issues
so as to push for pro-people
and _ pro- cooperatlon
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