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Panel: Trade Consignment Mapping in South Asia 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) organized a national meeting on ‘Trading 

with Neighbours: Prospects and Challenges’ on 23rd October, 2014 at Serena hotel.  SDPI is 

conducting policy research work on the state of trade and transport facilitation in South 

Asia and the event was conducted to get a high level participation as well as stakeholders 

from the government and business community to ensure a comprehensive discussion on 

the findings of the research. 

The panels discussion was kept in close relevance with the project goals (mentioned 

below):  

The Goal of the Project is to contribute to the enhancement  of intra-regional trade in South 

Asia through the achievement of the objectives of better trade facilitation measure, by 

finding answers to important questions vis-à-vis trade facilitation in South Asia and using 

those answers to influence future policy-making on trade facilitation. 

In line with the above mentioned objectives the panel and the audience included a mix of 

policy practitioners, political community, business community, consumer groups and 

academia.  

Panelists  

 Muhammad Zubair, Minister of State of Privatization 

 Senator Rubina Khalid 

 Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute 

 Muhammad Ibrahim Qureshi, President, All Pakistan Business Forum 

 Nadia Tahir, Former Associate Professor, University of Central Punjab 

 Idrees Khwaja, Economist at Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE). 

 Muhammad Hamza Abbas, Economist, Sustainable Development Policy Institute. 
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SDPI’s Presentation: Consignment Mapping for Better Regional Connectivity in South 

Asia. 
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Highlights from Special Remarks 

Idrees Khwaja, Associate Professor at Pakistan Institute of Development Economics, 

talked about the benefits of trade with India. He said that the concept of Most Favoured 

Nation (MFN) is highly misunderstood in Pakistan. He stressed the need for creating 

awareness by the government, stakeholders and business community for better regional 

connectivity. There is a dire need for solving political issues to overcome challenges related 

to trade. Furthermore, he recommended that instead of waiting for Pakistan-India talks, 

traders must come forward and the political tensions must not affect traders. This will 

eventually diffuse the tension between the two, he added. 

Nadia Tahir, a prominent economist, said that Pakistan is already on the lowest ebb of 

tariff lines with India but non-tariff barriers still exist. She questioned as to why the formal 

trade could not take place considering informal trade takes place despite non-tariff barriers 

and this informal trade is a big loss to both the revenue departments in Pakistan and India. 

She added that Pakistan is trading perishable goods and thus, cannot opt for complete 
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consignment trade. She recommended that Pakistan’s trade policy should be regulated and 

a comparative strategy should be adopted.  

Muhammad Ibrahim Qureshi, the President of All Pakistan Business Forum, said that 

Indian government needs to understand the current state of affairs in Pakistan for better 

trade relations. He recommended that Pakistan should also focus on trade in services, 

especially in Information, Communication and Technology.   

Senator Rubina Khalid said that a link exists between the level of mistrust and the level of 

trade barriers. Punjabi Taliban are going to suspend terrorist activities in Pakistan, but not 

in Afghanistan and such incidents do not paint a good image for Pakistan’s neighbours. She 

recommended that internal peace and trust level need to be addressed first.  

She claimed that the “mistrust level” between Pakistan and India is the basic problem for 

low regional trade. She further said peace is pre-requisite for the two countries to work 

together. She warned of the following a unilateral trade liberalization approach and 

recommended that Pakistan should opt for strategies that develop trade linkages within 

the region.  

While responding to a question, she mentioned the fact that recent negative political 

statements and volatile security situation at the border would have negative impact on 

bilateral trade. 

Mohammad Zubair, Minister of State for Privatization, said that Pakistanis can have a 

better living standard by trading with India. Two main game changers in the current 

government’s Economic Plan are Pakistan-China Economic Corridor and trading with 

neighbours. He highlighted the importance of regional trade and recommended that 

Pakistan should follow examples of China-India, China-Taiwan, China-America, Russia-

Europe, etc. which have/had political differences between them but continue trading with 

each other.  

He also placed importance on changing Pakistan’s perception to a peace-loving nation in 

the international community to attract foreign direct investment.  He emphasized that no 

country in the world can improve its relations without going into business with its 
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neighbours and Pakistan has not yet seized opportunities that foreign investment has to 

offer. He recommended that at this point in time Pakistan should be focusing on actions it 

can take. 

He mentioned that there is a huge demand for Indian sarees, bridal wears, jewelry, auto 

parts, cosmetics and herbal products, which are informally traded into Pakistan. Moreover, 

at the same time, he expressed concern over the negative balance of payment in Pakistan. 

Connectivity across the border has been a major bottleneck between the traders of the two 

countries. The Pakistan border is well-equipped to handle containers due to scanners 

installed by NLC. A key observation by him was that since the volume of trade between 

India and Pakistan is not so high, promoting trade through containerization would not be 

beneficial.    
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Media coverage 

The Nation Islamabad, October 26, 2014 

Call to improve trade linkages with neighbours 

By Our Staff Reporter 

http://nation.com.pk/business/26-Oct-2014/call-to-improve-trade-linkages-with-

neighbours 

 

http://nation.com.pk/business/26-Oct-2014/call-to-improve-trade-linkages-with-neighbours
http://nation.com.pk/business/26-Oct-2014/call-to-improve-trade-linkages-with-neighbours
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Urdu Daily Dunya Islamabad, October 25, 2014 

Link: http://e.dunya.com.pk/detail.php?date=2014-10-

25&edition=ISL&id=1353898_26623157 

http://e.dunya.com.pk/detail.php?date=2014-10-25&edition=ISL&id=1353898_26623157
http://e.dunya.com.pk/detail.php?date=2014-10-25&edition=ISL&id=1353898_26623157
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The Economic Times India, October 26, 2014 

Will continue to trade with India despite border tensions: Pakistan 

By Press Trust of India (PTI) 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-10-26/news/55446735_1_commerce-

minister-khurram-dastagir-gwadar-port-india 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-10-26/news/55446735_1_commerce-minister-khurram-dastagir-gwadar-port-india
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-10-26/news/55446735_1_commerce-minister-khurram-dastagir-gwadar-port-india
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Dawn Islamabad, October 25, 2014 

Pakistan to continue trade with India 

By MubrakZeb Khan 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1140138/pakistan-to-continue-trade-with-india 

 

http://www.dawn.com/news/1140138/pakistan-to-continue-trade-with-india
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Pakistan Observer Islamabad, October 25, 2014 

Trade can bring peace: Khurram 

Need stressed to improve trade linkages with neighbors 

By Staff Reporter 
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Twitter Stream (Selected) 
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