Bipul Chattopadhyay

M: +91- 98292-85921
E: bc@cuts.org

(32 Years of Experience - Conceptualisation, Fundraising, Implementation)

Summary

Bipul Chattopadhyay is the Executive Director of CUTS
International (cuts-international.org), a global public policy
think- and action-tank with its headquarters in Jaipur, India,
centres in Chittorgarh, New Delhi and Kolkata in India and six
overseas centres (cuts-international.org). Over 27 years, he has
been associated with the organisation in various capacity. He
has conceptualised and implemented projects in the areas of
International Trade, Transport and Trade Facilitation, Trade
Logistics, Regional Integration and Connectivity in South Asia
and other regions. He has represented the organisation at
national, regional, and international conferences. He has
written/edited several books and papers on the political
economy of trade and development, and related subjects. His
current area of interest is Indo-Pacific region, with a focus on
connectivity and trade.

Relevant
Research

e ‘Decongesting the Siliguri Corridor - A Study of Five Land
Custom Stations in India-Bangladesh, India-Bhutan, and
India-Nepal Border’ Land Ports Authority of India, April
2024-October 2024

e ‘Data Collection Survey for Cross-Border Logistics
Promotion in South Asia’ Japan International Cooperation
Agency (through PADECO Ltd.), October 2023-June 2024

e ‘A Pre-feasibility Study for Establishing a Freight Village at
Balagarh, West Bengal” USAID, January 2022-January
2023

e ‘Improving India’s Ease of Trading across Borders:
Opportunities and Challenges in Integrated Check Posts’
Land Ports Authority of India, June 2022-January 2023

e ‘Stakeholder Analysis for Regional Transport Connectivity
in Eastern South Asia’ The World Bank Group, February
2022-November 2022

e ‘Implementing Trade Facilitation Initiatives under the South
Asia Subregional Economic Cooperation Program -
Transport Specialist” Asian Development Bank, October
2022-March 2023

e Supporting Logistics Sector Development (Logistics and
Trade Economics Editor) Asian Development Bank, March
2023-June 2023

e ‘Support for Strengthening Multimodal and Integrated
Logistics Ecosystem - National Consultant for Logistics and
Trade Facilitation Expert for the National Logistics Policy
of India (Warehousing)’ Asian Development Bank, January
2024-June 2024

e ‘Enabling a Political Economy Discourse on Multimodal
Connectivity in Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal’
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office of the
United Kingdom, January 2020-March 2023

Skills

Statistical analysis
Econometric analysis
Understanding of
grassroots (visited all
Integrated Check Posts and
selected Land Custom
Stations of India)
Research methodology,
questionnaire, including
planning and monitoring
of fieldwork

Coordination with donor
agencies, researchers and
partner organisations
Review of project reports,
particularly from policy
and political economy
dimensions

Interactions with senior
Indian government
officials of the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry, the
Ministry of External
Affairs, the Ministry of
Road Transport &
Highways, the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping &
Waterways, the Ministry
of the Development of
North East Region, the
Land Ports Authority of
India, the NITI Aayog
(including their
counterparts in other
countries, particularly in
South Asia), and other
relevant agencies such as
foreign embassies in New
Delhi, the SAARC
Secretariat, the BIMSTEC
Secretariat

Ideation and coordination
with donors for
fundraising

Areas/Subjects




‘Transport and ICT Connectivity in Northeast India and Its
Neighbouring Countries’ United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, December
2022-March 2023

‘Understanding Technical, Economic and Political Economy
Implications of Traffic Diversion from Roadways to
Waterways: Petrapole-Benapole and Ghojadanga-Bhomra
Land Border Routes to Tribeni-Kolkata/Haldia Ports in India
to Dhaka in Bangladesh via the Mongla and Chittagong Port’
The World Bank Group, August 2020-January 2021
‘Understanding Commercial, Strategic and Political
Economy Implications of Traffic Diversion from Roadways
to Waterways: Sahibganj-Narayanganj (Bangladesh) and
Sahibganj to Jogighopa” The World Bank Group, October
2020-March 2021

‘Gender Dimensions of Trade Facilitation in Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, and Nepal” Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office of the United Kingdom, October 2018-
March 2021

‘Border Haats between India and Bangladesh as a Tool to
Reduce Informal Cross Border Trade’ Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office of the United
Kingdom, October 2018-March 2021

‘Demystifying Non-Tariff Barriers to India-Bangladesh
Trade in Agricultural Products and their Linkages with
Food Security and Livelihood’ USAID, November 2017-
August 2018

‘Creating an Enabling and Inclusive Policy and Political
Economy Discourse for Trade, Transport and Transit
Facilitation in and among Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Nepal, and Myanmar’ U.S. State Department and the
Department for International Development, United
Kingdom, December 2016-January 2018

‘Benefits of the TIR Convention for the Implementation of
the BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement’ International Road
Transport Union, October 2016-August 2017

‘Promoting Consumer and Producer Gains from Trade
between Bangladesh and Tripura, India in Specific
Agricultural Commodities’ The Asia Foundation, January
2017-December 2017

‘Addressing Barriers to Rice Seeds Trade between India
and Bangladesh’ Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, January
2013-September 2014

‘Trade and Transport Facilitation Audit in South Asia’
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia
(through South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and
Environment, Kathmandu, Nepal), November 2013-June
2014

International Trade
Transport and Trade
Facilitation

Trade Logistics

Regional Integration
Economics of Institutions

Sectors

Agriculture
Infrastructure

Countries/Regions

India

Bangladesh

Bhutan

Nepal

Pakistan

Sri Lanka
Sub-Saharan Africa
Southeast Asia

Selected Publications

Ratchetting Market
Access: A Study of WTO
Agreements (co-authored
with Raghav Narsalay)
Cost of Economic Non-
Cooperation to Consumers
in South Asia (co-authored
with Joseph George)
India’s Time for New-Age
Diplomacy (a chapter in
‘Economic Diplomacy
India’s Ascendancy in the
21st Century’, co-edited
by Pradeep S Mehta, Anil
Wadhwa and Advaiyot
Sharma)

Economic Diplomacy:
India’s Experience (co-
edited with Kishan S
Rana)

Motor Vehicles Movement
and Standards between




e ‘Trade Consignment Mapping for Better Regional
Connectivity in South Asia’ The Asia Foundation, October
2013 to September 2014

e ‘Participatory Approaches for Removing Regional Trade
Barriers in South Asia’ The Asia Foundation, June 2012-
March 2013

e ‘Linkages between Trade, Development and Poverty’
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Netherlands, the
Department for International Development, United
Kingdom, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sweden,
January 2005-March 2009

Education e M.A. in Economics, Delhi School of Economics, University
of Delhi, 1992 (Special Papers: Transport, Planning and
Infrastructure; International Economics; Money and Credit;
Econometric Methods)
e B.Sc. in Economics, Serampore College, University of
Calcutta, 1989
Non-Academic Courses
e One month course on NGO management at the Institute of
Rural Management, Anand, India
e One week course on Institutions and Pro-Poor Growth at the
London School of Economics & Political Science
Employment | CUTS International, Jaipur, May 1997 to Present

Joined Consumer Unity &Trust Society (CUTS International)
as Economic Affairs Officer, and subsequently promoted to
Assistant Director, Associate Director, Director & Head of the
CUTS Centre for International Trade, Economics &
Environment, Deputy Executive Director, and Executive
Director

From January 2009 to March 2010: on deputation to establish
the CUTS Institute for Regulation & Competition in New Delhi
(circ.in)

Job profiles include coordination of various activities of the
organisation including project management, representation at
various forum, research work (especially on issues of trade and
development, and political economy and public policy). Human
resource management, event management, financial
management, fundraising (conceptualisation, preparation and
negotiation of proposals with funding agencies, both Indian and
foreign) and other organisational development matters such as
institutional audit, monitoring and evaluation of projects and
programmes, preparation and implementation of strategic
business plan.

Bangladesh and India (Co-
authored with Prithviraj
Nath, a chapter in
‘Heading East: Security,
Trade and Environment
between India and
Southeast Asia’; co-edited
by Sumit Ganguly and
Karen Farrell)

India in the International
Trading System, Oxford,
2015, (Co-authored with
Pradeep S Mehta, a
chapter in ‘The Oxford
Handbook of Indian
Foreign Policy’; co-edited
by David M. Malone, C.
Raja Mohan and Srinath
Raghavan)

40+ policy briefs, briefing
papers, discussion papers,
and research reports

Networking

Participated and spoke at
200+ national, regional,
and international
conferences, including
WTO Ministerial
Conferences, United
Nations Trade and
Development Quadrilateral
conferences

Organised 10+ major
international conferences,
including South Asia
Regional Connectivity
Conference (November
2018, supported by the
U.S. State Department),
Indo Asia Connectivity for
Shared Prosperity
(December 2016,
supported by the U.S.
State Department)

Other Engagements




Research Associate, Institute of Economic Growth,
University of Delhi, 1995-1997

Worked on the project ‘Agricultural Diversification in India:
Problems and Prospects’ under the supervision of Professor
Ramesh Chand (at present Member, the National Institute for
Transforming India (NITI) Aayog, Government of India). Job
profile included preparation of questionnaire for primary data
collection, coordination of fieldwork in Himachal Pradesh and
Punjab, compilation and analysis of primary and secondary
data, and report writing.

Research Assistant, Centre for Development Economics,
Delhi School of Economics, 1993-1995

Worked on a project ‘Health and Family Welfare in India’
under the supervision of Professor Jean Dreze. The job profile
included coordination of fieldwork, compilation, and analysis
of primary as well as secondary data from the Census of India
(1881 to 1991). As part of this work, researched on agricultural
wages in India and prepared a comprehensive set of panel data
(for the period 1970 to 1992), which was used in various books.

Research Assistant, National Council of Applied Economic
Research, New Delhi, 1992-1993

Worked on a project ‘The Financing of Primary Health Care
Services in India’ under the supervision of Professor Prem
Vashist. Job profile included fieldwork in West Bengal, and
compilation and analysis of primary and secondary data on
health-related variables.

Other
Experience

e Qualitative impact assessment of the EU-India Bilateral
Trade and Investment Agreement (with the University of
Sussex, UK) and sustainability impact assessment of the
EU-India BTIA (with Ecorys, the Netherlands)

e Strategic evaluation of WTO’s trade-related technical
assistance programme

e Scenario planning on linkages between trade, climate
change, agriculture and food security

e Led a network of researchers called the South Asian Civil
Society Network on International Trade Issues over three
years; this initiative, supported by the International
Development Research Centre, Canada, produced high-
quality research on trade and development issues

e Led a network of researchers called the South Asia Fourm
on International Trade over six years; this initiative,
supported by Oxfam Novib, the Netherlands, produced
high-quality research on the Doha Development Agenda of
the World Trade Organisation

e Trained Indian civil servants, including trade negotiators, on
economic diplomacy at entry and mid-career level

e QOccasionally write op-eds on contemporary issues

Co-chair of a sub-topic on
Trade and Investment for
Sustainable and Inclusive
Growth in the Task Force
4 of T20 Brazil

Faculty Member of Diplo
Foundation, Geneva on
Economic Diplomacy

Language Skills

Bengali: Read, Write,
Speak

English: Read, Write,
Speak

Hindi: Read, Speak




