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Abstract 

India and Bangladesh have natural and cultural complementarities in terms of 

producing and exchanging goods for everyday consumption. However, in addition to 

infrastructure bottlenecks, non-tariff barriers negatively affect trans-boundary trade and 

exchange. Therefore, this study aimed to facilitate trade in specific agricultural 

commodities between Bangladesh and Tripura, India through knowledge generation on 

legal and regulatory framework for cross-border trade in such commodities, 

identification of solutions to promote market access and evidence-based advocacy to 

ultimately lead to trade and hence consumer gains.  

 

The study included secondary literature review and primary data collection from 400 

consumers spread across Tripura. The analysis revealed that on an average, a 

household in Tripura would gain INR (Indian Rupees) 73.21 per month per capita in the 

form of lower price for selected four vegetables. Available statistics (National Sample 

Survey 68th Round, Government of India) show that on an average monthly per capita 

consumer expenditure on vegetables by consumers in Tripura is INR 123.43 and on 

overall food consumption it is INR 895.60. This gain represents more than 59 per cent 

of average monthly per capita consumption expenditure on vegetables by consumers in 

Tripura and more than seven per cent on overall food consumption. In other words, 

consumers in Tripura can access selected vegetables at half the price that they are 

paying if they are sourced from neighbouring Bangladesh.  

 

Thus, it argues that there is a strong case for promoting trade in agricultural 

commodities between Bangladesh and Tripura, India, given the gains that can accrue in 

terms of better availability and lower price to the end consumers in Tripura. In addition, 

there are possibilities of benefits via formalising of informal trade that thrives in 

absence of a formal channel and framework for flow of such commodities across 

borders.  
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 

 

 

Table 1: India’s PQ Order on Potato and Other Vegetables 

Solanum tuberosum (Potato) - Tubers for consumption 

Country of 

Origin 

Additional declarations required to be incorporated into 

Phyto-sanitary Certificate – Free from: 
Special conditions of import  

Egypt  a. Phomaexigua var. foveata  (Gangrene)  

b. Phytophthoracryptogea (tomato foot rot)  

c. Potato Spindle Tuber Viroid (PSTVd)  

d. Pratylenchusgoodeyi (banana lesion nematode)   

I. Free from quarantine 

weed seeds, soil and 

other plant debris.  

II. Potato tubers shall be 

washed with clean water 

before packing.  

III. Potato tubers shall be 

treated with a 

recommended sprout 

inhibitor.  

IV. Prophylactic chemical 

treatment of packages 

and empty container  

V. Points of entry for this 

consignment shall be as 

per the Clause 3 (14), 

Chapter-II of PQ Order, 

2003.  

 

The treatment should be 

endorsed on phyto-sanitary 

certificate issued at the 

country of origin/re-export.  

Pakistan   a. Clavibactermichiganensis subsp. Sepedonicus 

(Potato ring rot)  

b. Ditylenchusdepsaci (Stem and Bulb nematode)  

c. Ditylenchus destructor (Potato tuber nematode)  

d. Globodera (Hetrodera) pallid (Potato cyst nematode)  

e. Globodera (Hetrodera) rostochiensis (Potato cyst 

nematode)  

f. Potato mop-top virus g. Pratylenchusneglectus 

(California meadow nematode)  

g. Pratylenchusscribneri 

Turkey  a. Clavibactermichiganensis subsp. Sepedonicus 

(Potato ring rot)  

b. Ditylenchusdepsaci (Stem and Bulb nematode)  

c. Ditylenchus destructor (Potato tuber nematode)  

d. Globodera (Hetrodera) pallid (Potato cyst nematode)  

e. Globodera (Hetrodera) rostochiensis (Potato cyst 

nematode)  

f. Leptinotarsadecemlineata (Colarado potato beetle)  

g. Meloidogynechitwoodi (columbia root-knot 

nematode)  

h. Meloidogyneethiopica (Root-knot nematode)  

i. Phytophthoracryptogea (tomato foot rot)  
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Solanum tuberosum (Potato) - Tubers for processing 

Germany a. Clavibactermichiganensis subsp. sepedonicus 

(Potato ring rot)  

b. Ditylenchus destructor (Potato tuber nematodes) 

c. Ditylenchusdipsaci (Stem & bulb nematodes) 

d. Globodera (Heterodera) rostochiensis (Potato cyst 

nematodes)  

e. Globodera (Heterodera) pallida (Potato cyst 

nematodes)  

f. Leptinotarsadecemlineata (Colarado potato beetle) 

g. Phomaexigua var. foveata (Gangrene)   

h. Phomaexigua var. linicola (Foot rot)  

i. Phytophthoracryptogea (Tomato foot rot) 

j. Polyscytalumpustulans (Skin spot of potato) 

k. Potato mop-top virus  

l. Synchytriumendobioticum  (Potato wart)   

i. Free from quarantine 

weed seeds, soil and 

other plant debris.   

ii. Potato tubers shall be 

washed with clean water 

before packing.  

iii. Prophylactic chemical 

treatment of packages 

and empty containers 

iv. Points of entry for this 

consignment shall be as 

per the Clause 3 (14), 

Chapter-II of PQ Order, 

2003.  

v. Zero spillage during 

transit from point of entry 

to processing unit.  

 

The conditions (i) to (iii) 

should be endorsed on phyto-

sanitary certificate issued at 

the country of origin/re-

export. 

Solanum melongena - Vegetables for xonsumption 

Thailand  Free from:  

a. Bactrocerapapayae (papaya fruit fly) 

b. Pseudococcusjackbeardsleyi (Jack Beardsley 

mealybug) 

c. Tetranychusmarianae 

d. Tetranychustruncatus Pest-free area status for 

papaya fruit fly (Bactrocerapapayae) as per 

international standards.  

i. Pest-free area status for 

papaya fruit fly 

(Bactrocerapapayae) as 

per international 

standards.  

Source: http://plantquarantineindia.nic.in/pqispub/pdffiles/pqorder2015.pdf 

 

 

Food Safety Regulations 

 

 

 

o 

http://plantquarantineindia.nic.in/pqispub/pdffiles/pqorder2015.pdf
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o 

 

 

 

 

 

Import Tariffs 

Table 2: Duty Schedule on Import in India: Potato (HS 070110) and Other Vegetables (HS 070920) 

Basic Duty 30% 

Countervailing Duty (CVD) 0% 

Central Excise Education Cess Rate 3% 

Customs Education Cess Rate 3% 

Special CVD 4% 

Source: Cybex, EXIM Solutions Ltd, Indian Customs Duty Calculator, Import Duty – Potato and other vegetables, as on 

March 4, 2017, available at http://www.cybex.in/ 

Note: On the value of the whole consignment (Cost, Insurance and Freight - CIF); One per cent of CIF is added as landing 

charges, and the whole duty structure is applied on the calculated amount of 1.01X 

http://www.cybex.in/
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Secondary Data on Production 

and Consumption of Selected 

Vegetables 
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Figure 1: Production of Selected Vegetables in Tripura, 2010-2015 
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Figure 2: Consumption and Production of Selected Vegetables in Tripura 

Findings from the Ground

Scoping Visit to Golbazar, Agartala 

and Anandabazar, Brahmanberia 
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Table 3: Price Differences between Anandabazar, Brahmanberia and  Golbazar, Agartala 

Items 

Anandabazar, Brahmanberia Golbazar, Agartala 
Difference in the 

rate (%) 
Price INR/Kg* Price INR/Kg 

Potato 13 30 52 

Green Chilli 40 70 57 

Tomato 13 50 26 

Brinjal (Aubergine) 21 30 70 

Green Mango 17 40 42.5 

Bhindi 13 40 32.5 

Cucumber 15 30 50 

Pumpkin 15 20 13.3 

Snake Gourd (Chichinga) 13 20 75 

Onion 30 25 120 

Bitter Gourd (Korola) 21 25 84 
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Figure 3: Price Differences of Selected Vegetables 

Consumer Survey 
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String Beans (Borboti) 13 30 43.3 

Pointed Gourd (Potol) 21 40 52.5 

Teasle Gourd (Kankrol) 21 60 35 

Taro (Kochur Loti) 17 40 42.5 

Winter Melon (Chalkumro) 17 30 56.6 

Malabar Spinach (Pui Shak) 21 20 105 

Sweet Potato 10 15 66.6 

Red Amaranth (Lal Shak) 21 35 60 

Coriander leaf 40 70 58 

Carrot 21 70 30 
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Figure 4: Average Daily Per Capita Consumption of Selected Vegetables 

Table 4: Weekly Frequency of Purchase of Vegetables in Tripura 

Item 1 time 2 times 3 times 4 times 5 times 6 times 7 times 

Potato 34 198 133 31 3 0 1 

Green Chilli 106 259 30 5 0 0 0 

Tomato 324 60 15 1 0 0 0 

Brinjal 

(Aubergine) 326 64 9 1 0 0 0 
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Figure 5: Weekly Frequency of Buying Vegetables in Tripura 

Table 5: Average Comparative Price of Selected Vegetables 

Item 
Average Price/KG 

in Tripura (1) 

Average Price/KG 

in Brahmanberia 

(2) 

(2) after Adding 

Applicable Duty in 

India* 

Price 

Difference** 

Potato 30 13 14 16 

Green Chilli 85 40 44 41 

Tomato 50 13 14 36 

Brinjal 

(Aubergine) 
35 21 23 12 
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Table 6: Weekly/Monthly Gains to Consumers in Tripura 

Item 
Average Weekly 

Consumption (Kg) 

Price 

Difference 

Average Weekly 

Gain (INR) 

Average Monthly 

Gain (INR) (4 weeks 

a month) 

Potato 
6.55 41 269 1074.36 

Green Chilli 0.53 36 19 75.89 

Tomato 0.98 16 16 62.53 

Brinjal 0.97 12 12 46.66 

Average Monthly Gain in INR 314.86 

Interviews with 

Wholesalers/Traders and Truckers 
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Visit to Choraibari Gate
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Table 7: Date and Month-wise Arrival of Trucks Carrying Vegetables in Choraibari Gate, Tripura 

Date 
No. of Trucks (Usual tonnage: 10 tonnes) 

February March April May  June July 

1 5 0 13 12 11 7 

2 7 2 6 8 14 11 

3 7 0 8 16 8 16 

4 5 0 12 9 19 12 

5 3 0 7 14 12 9 

6 8 3 8 7 10 11 

7 0 4 11 4 8 7 

8 2 2 10 15 14 7 

9 3 1 8 10 18 15 

10 2 6 3 13 10 4 

11 2 2 16 14 8 3 

12 3 2 7 9 9 1 

13 1 3 20 17 6 0 

14 1 6 29 11 4 0 

15 2 0 15 8 4 7 

16 1 6 6 4 14 6 

17 0 18 14 3 20 4 

18 0 8 10 5 8 1 

19 0 6 9 21 5 2 

20 0 21 11 8 2 2 

21 2 16 8 14 4 1 

22 1 7 4 7 9 5 

23 0 8 7 11 12 1 

24 0 30 14 16 6 0 

25 0 3 17 10 8 0 

26 1 4 10 7 11 0 

27 0 4 10 15 17 4 

28 0 0 8 20 10 7 

29 2 11 16 8 16 0 

30  0 10 12 12 4 0 

31  0 13  0 6 0  0 

Total number of trucks carrying 

vegetables 

58 196 329 334 301 143 

Estimated volume of potato in tonnes 580 1960 3290 3340 3010 1430 

Source: Primary data collected at Choraibari gate, May 2016 
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