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Background
1.

An interactive workshop titled, ‘Food security in India: The interactions of climate change,
economics, politics and trade’ was organised at Hotel Chanakya in Patna, Bihar on 27th
September, 2016.

2.

The objectives of the workshop was to:




To disseminate key findings from the work packages in the project related to food security
in Bihar
To discuss definite issues which govern the food security scenario in Bihar in the context of
climate change and agricultural trade
To generate discussion on the role of various social safety nets in deciding food security at
household level

3.

The local stakeholder event was held under the project titled, ‘Food security in India: The
interactions of climate change,
economics,
politics
and
trade
(FOODSEC)’ funded by the Research
Council of Norway (RCIN). Other
partners involved are National
Institute of Consumer Research
(SIFO), Norway, Norwegian Institute
of International Affairs (NUPI) and
International Food Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI), New Delhi. BASIX
Krishi Samruddhi Limited (BKSL) was
CUTS’s strategic partner in Bihar for
the FOODSEC project.

4.

The event was attended by around 25 participants from Patna and other parts of Bihar
comprising of representatives from the government, farmer organisations, agricultural
university, research institutions and non-governmental organisations in the domains of
agriculture and food security. The background note, agenda and list of participants is enclosed
as annexures in this report. Session-wise discussions are noted in the following sections.

Inaugural Session
5.

Mihir Sahana gave the welcome remarks and mentioned the purpose of the workshop. This was
followed by a round of self-introduction by the participants present in the workshop.

6.

Shambhu Kumar, in his welcome address, talked about the importance of food security in the
current context of climate change. He also talked about the FAO mandates around which food
security need to be considered in terms of priority of availability, affordability, accessibility and
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utilization of food crops. He also elaborated
on the different functions of the Central
Potato Research Station, Bihar. More details
can be accessed here: http://cpri.ernet.in/
7.
Veena Vidyadharan presented the
outline and explained the work packages
covered under the FOODSEC project. She also
shared the key findings under the four work
packages and requested the participants for
their opinion and suggestions for policy level
implications of the project findings.
Session 1: Impact of climate change on food security of Bihar
8.

Pawan Kumar shared the various horticultural schemes by the state government of Bihar which
have impacted the food security scenario. He agreed that potato was a much dependent food
crop by the poor and vulnerable for multiple reasons. He also shared the details of the
government subsidies available for cold storage facilities and value chains. More details about
the
initiatives
by
the
department
of
horticulture
are
available
here:
http://www.krishi.bih.nic.in/ and http://horticulture.bih.nic.in/

9.

Pawan Ojha, talked about his experience in working on crop value chains and the impact of
climate change. He said that in order to counter the issues of food security, we need to first
understand the difference between weather and climate. Since farmers are more affected by
localised climate, incorporating climate resilient agriculture is the first step. With regard to the
pillars of food security, he said that nutritional security is the fourth pillar of food security. He
also mentioned his previous experience working in the poultry sector and how food security
was not only limited to access to crops but to access to protein rich animal products too. In
addition to cereals, millets are also an important source of nutrition for the poor and vulnerable.

10.

Manoj Kumar, talked about the importance of scientific research and its analysis of weather and
climate. Many cereal crops like paddy, wheat and vegetables like potato are primary staple food
crops in India. These crops are C3 plants and most efficient at photosynthesis in cool and wet
climates. Unfortunately even a one degree variation in the temperature causes terminal stress
in the crops. A drastic change in climate affects the production of cereal crops at multiple levels.
The terminal stress causes reduction of leaf surface, short tillers and decline in yield. Numerous
staple crop varieties have been popularized among farmers to counter the impacts of climate
change on localized weather conditions. In addition to this, state funded as well as private
entrepreneurs have also created efficient agro-advisory services.

11.

Mohit Kumar shared some of the success stories as well as field insights with respect to climate
resilient agriculture and livelihood options.
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12.

Raman Shyam pointed out the high incidence of farmer suicides in multiple states due climate
change impacts and inability to pay back bank loans.

Session 2: Analysis of market reforms and agricultural value chains for potato and rice in Bihar
13.

Vijoy Prakash suggested that the sustainable formula for beating climate change and its impacts
on agriculture and food security is to expand the food spectrum. He also elaborated how millets
and pulses were daily consumed among communities in Bihar. Unfortunately the surgence of
alternate lifestyle and lack of awareness has pushed nutritious traditional food dishes from
everyday consumption. Dishes made from potato and minor millets were a staple food in Bihar
households, but now the focus has shifted to rice and wheat due to multiple sociological as well
as political reasons. He also talked about how small animals like rats, rodents and rabbits are
quite often consumed by certain caste in Bihar but shunned by higher caste due to unscientific
superstitions1.
Prakash also talked about the hindrances encountered while promoting seed varieties suitable
for Bihar agro-climatic conditions. He also added the beneficial impacts of closure of
Agricultural Produce Market Committee
(APMC) in Bihar which have encouraged the
intermediaries to enter the remotest village
and facilitate positive trade for agricultural
products. This has also led to other advances
like improvement of procurement process,
increase in cold storage facility and reinvigoration of Primary Agricultural Credit
Society (PACS).
14.
Mohit Kumar talked about the various
issues and solutions related to the seed industry in Bihar.

15.

Avinash Kumar shared his experiences working on livelihood projects in Bihar.

16.

Amit Gaurav also talked about how improving access to inputs would be helpful for farmers in
Bihar to achieve a sustainable and dependable income.

Session 3: Role of institutional mechanisms in assuring food security in Bihar
17.

Susan Mathew presented the household level survey findings from Bihar and Karnataka as part
of the FOODSEC project. A common suggestion from the stakeholders at the workshop was to
avoid comparison between the results for the two states since the agro-climatic as well as social
scenario was quite diverse in Bihar and Karnataka.

18.

Rupesh Kumar shared his experiences working at field level among the vulnerable
communities. He also suggested that government entitlements in Bihar have to streamline in a

1

http://www.fao.org/3/a-i2469e.pdf
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systematic manner in order to attain a favourable zero hunger model. In addition to
dependence on crops other that staples like minor millets, small animals and dairy products,
the people of Bihar also require a system devoid of corruption and leakage.
19.

Sanjeev Jain also talked about urban households and their access to government entitlements in
Bihar scenario.

20.

Archana Tiwari requested the research team of CUTS to work out ‘how much’ and ‘why’
questions related to food security of households in Bihar. She also elaborated on multiple
schemes by the state government which are providing entitlements under multiple
departments.

21.

Faiyaz Iqbal shared his experiences on working with slums and vulnerable urban households of
Patna. He mentioned about the difficulty associated with procuring a PDS card for migrant
labourers in Patna.

Way Forward
22.

Mihir Sahana concluded the workshop
by thanking all the participants. Veena
Vidyadharan
informed
the
participants about the advocacy
meeting in New Delhi and the project
advocacy
brief
which
would
incorporate the discussions from this
meeting too.

23.

Based on the feedback from the
discussants and the panellists, CUTS
team will be working on respective research outputs and finalising for wider dissemination.

Annexure 1: Background note & Agenda for the workshop
The background note and agenda for the event can be accessed here: http://www.cutscitee.org/FOODSEC/Events.htm
Annexure 2: Press Release for the event
The press release for the event can be accessed here: http://www.cuts-citee.org/FOODSEC/media.htm
Annexure 3: List of Participants
For contact details of participants, please email: sma@cuts.org
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