
Goal
To increase policymaker support for a stronger, more 

inclusive WTO by sharing real-world experiences of 

people who benefit from trade and those who face 

challenges, reinforcing rules-based trade as a global 

public good.

The World Trade Organization (WTO) remains 

one of the world’s most important global public 

goods, underpinning a stable, predictable, and 

rules-based trading system that has helped 

create jobs, reduce poverty, and support 

economic growth across nations.

Yet the limited outcomes of the WTO’s 

Fourteenth Biennial Ministerial Conference in 

Cameroon underscored the growing strains on 

multilateralism and the increasing difficulty of 

achieving consensus among members.

The world cannot afford a weakened WTO. Its 

erosion would disproportionately harm 

developing countries, small businesses, farmers, 

workers, and vulnerable communities that 

depend on fair and predictable trade rules to 

participate in the global economy.

At the same time, rising protectionism, 

precautionism, and the proliferation of bilateral 

and regional trade agreements are fragmenting 

global trade, making it harder for smaller 

producers to compete and increasing the risk of 

inequality and exclusion.

In response, CUTS International has launched 

Friends of TRaNJA, an initiative that seeks to 

place people at the heart of trade policy. By 

capturing real stories of opportunity, disruption, 

and resilience, Friends of TRaNJA will help 

ensure that future trade reforms are more 

inclusive, balanced, and responsive to the needs 

of citizens. 

Background and Rationale

The future of trade cannot be shaped by 

governments alone. It must reflect the lived 

experiences of workers, farmers, entrepreneurs, 

consumers, and communities directly affected by 

global markets. Through a strategic dissemination 

strategy, Friends of TRaNJA seeks to amplify these 

voices and foster informed dialogue across all levels 

of society. We call on governments, international 

organisations, businesses, academia, civil society, and 

grassroots stakeholders to help build a more 

inclusive, resilient, and responsive multilateral trading 

system. Together, we can strengthen public 

confidence in trade,multilateralism and the WTO, 

ensuring its benefits are more widely understood, 

fairly shared, and sustainably realised.

Beyond trade, a stronger and more trusted 

multilateral system can generate positive spillover 

effects in addressing other global challenges; from 

climate change and sustainable development to 

geopolitical tensions and border conflicts, where 

cooperation, dialogue, and collective action are 

indispensable.

By rebuilding trust in trade and multilateral 

cooperation, Friends of TRaNJA aims to contribute to 

a more peaceful, prosperous, sustainable, and 

interconnected world. 

Call to Action

Approach and Methodology
TRaNJA applies the CUTS RANC framework

l Research, Awareness, Networking, and Capacity 

Building. To turn community experiences into 

policy influence.

Micro-Level: Community Engagement 

l Grassroots engagement through case studies, 

multilingual toolkits, workshops, consultations, and 

audio-visual resources across different regions of the 

world to capture and amplify how trade impacts 

diverse communities and stakeholders.

Macro-Level: Policy Engagement 

l  Policy-ready outputs such as briefs, papers, op-eds, 

multimedia, and high-level dialogues with diplomats, 

policymakers, and experts.

Bridging Micro & Macro

l  Creates a two-way flow where community realities 

shape global discourse , while strengthening public 

understanding of the WTO and the multilateral 

trading system.

l Show the Value of the WTO 

Demonstrate how rules-based trade 

drives growth, jobs, consumer welfare, 

and poverty reduction.

l Address Trade Disruptions 

Highlight the challenges faced by those 

adversely affected by trade distortions 

and identify practical pathways for 

adjustment and inclusion.

l Advance the Three-Pillar Agenda 

Promote governance, fairness, and future-

ready policies for the digital economy, 

climate action, and the green transition.

l Amplify Voices from the Ground 

Bridge grassroots communities and 

global policymakers, ensuring local 

experiences inform global decisions.

l Empower Key Stakeholders

Equip consumers, small business units, 

farmers, workers, and civil society with the 

knowledge and tools to engage effectively 

in trade policy.

Objectives



SHASHI THAROOR

(Chairman, Steering Committee)
MP, India, Chairman of the 

Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on External Affairs,

 New Delhi

PASCAL LAMY

(Co-Chairman of the Steering 
Committee) Former Director-

General of the WTO
Honorary President, Notre Europe 

Paris

RAJESH AGGARWAL

Former Chief of Trade Policy, 
International Trade Centre, Geneva, 
and former Indian Trade Negotiator

 Geneva

OTAVIANO CANUTO

Non-Resident Senior Fellow at The 
Brookings Institution and former Vice 

President, World Bank
Washington, DC

RUPA CHANDA

Director of Trade, Investment 
and Innovation, ESCAP

 Bangkok

TRUDI HARTZENBERG

Executive Director of the 
Trade Law Centre

 Cape Town

JORGE HEINE

Non-Resident Fellow, The Quincy 
Institute, and former Ambassador of 

Chile to China, India, and South Africa
Boston

XIANKUN LU

Managing Director, LEDECO 
Geneva and former Chinese 

Trade Negotiator
Geneva

DAVID LUKE

Professor in Practice and Strategic 
Director, Firoz Lalji Institute for 

Africa, London School of Economics 
and Political Science 

London

VALERIE PICARD

Head of Trade - International 
Chamber of Commerce

 Paris

VICTOR DO PRADO

Member of the International Advisory 
Board at the Brazilian Centre of 

International Relations and former 
Director of the Council and Trade 
Negotiations Committee, WTO,

 Rio de Janeiro

SHISHIR PRIYADARSHI

President at Chintan Research 
Foundation and former 

Director, WTO
New Delhi

VERA SONGWE

Non-resident Senior Fellow, 
Global Economy and 

Development, Africa Growth 
Initiative, Brookings Institution 

Washington, DC

THORALF STENVOLD

Founder and Managing Director, 
Progressive Diplomacy, former Norwegian 

Diplomat and Trade Negotiator 
Oslo

DIANA TUSSIE

Senior Research Fellow, 
Facultad Latinoamericana de 

Ciencias Sociales
Buenos Aires

LEONARD OTUONYE UGBAJAH

Executive Director, 
Centre for Trade and Business 

Environment Advocacy Ltd. 
Abuja

TIM YEEND

Former Australian Ambassador 
to the WTO and former 

Associate Secretary, DFAT, 
Canberra

MIAOJIE YU

President, Liaoning University
Shenyang

STEERING COMMITTEE

Also at Delhi, Kolkata and Chittorgarh (India); Lusaka (Zambia); Nairobi (Kenya); Accra (Ghana); 
Hanoi (Vietnam); Geneva (Switzerland); and Washington DC, (USA).

HAMID MAMDOUH

Senior Counsel at King and 
Spalding LLP and former Director 

of the Trade in Services and 
Investment Division, WTO

 Geneva

MIA MIKIC

Research Associate, Waikato 
University, New Zealand, and 

Advisor at Asia-Pacific Research 
and Training Network on Trade

 Auckland

KWAME OWINO

CEO, Institute of Economic 
Affairs, Kenya

Nairobi

CUTS International
D-217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park, Jaipur 302016, India
Phone: 91.141.2282821, Fax: 91.141.2282485 
Email: citee@cuts.org, Website: www.cuts-international.org

PRADEEP S MEHTA

NGO Advisor DG WTO and 
Secretary General, CUTS International 

India

Please join Friends of TRaNJA at: 

FOT@cuts.org

For	more:
https://cuts-citee.org/trade-not-just-aid-winners-and-losers-of-the-wto-tranja
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