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Linked by common democratic values and principles, India and the UK are two potential partners
who can collaborate with each other for a mutually benefitting and exciting future. India was the
second largest source of FDI in the UK in 2019 and India-UK investment relationship supports over
half a million jobs. Being a major source of investment and employment generation, along with
sharing a similar vision of free and open Indo-Pacific based on rules based international order; India
can be a reliable economic partner for the UK in its post-Brexit strategy in the Indo-Pacific region.

Despite having the history of being the second largest trading partner of India in 1998-99, UK is
now 16th in the list of India's trading partners, which indicates the need to revamp the bilateral
relations between India and UK in multiple domains. At a time when the European countries including
Germany and France are returning to the Indo-Pacific, cooperation with India in the Indo-Pacific will
not only help the UK economically, but also to position itself as a key player in the dynamic
geopolitical and security environment.

Moreover, as the UK government is expected to launch its Indo-Pacific vision, India and the UK can
fruitfully explore and accelerate mutual and multi-country partnerships in areas of financial and supply
chain resilience, maritime security, trade and investment, addressing climate change and building
telecommunication infrastructure. India has also invited the UK to have an initial limited trade deal that
can potentially go for a full stretched bilateral free trade agreement.

Given this Background this webinar, is being jointly organised by CUTS International and Bridge
India to discuss India-UK trade and economic cooperation, keeping in mind the recent developments
in the Indo-Pacific region.
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