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Setting the context

v Cross-border frade exchanged
historically in all regions but changes at
the scales and products

v' Cross-border frade increased from 16-
41 % of GDP in South Asia 1993-2008

v’ Historically, practitioners and policy
makers have overlooked gender issues

v Trade is not gender neutral




Women is Informal Cross-Boarder Trader (ICBT)

» Border practiced both formal and
informall cross-border tfrade

» Majority of women is informal cross-
boarder frader (ICBT)

» Informal tfrade is not recorded official
by customs at the boarders. Doesn’t
mean illegal tfrade

» An example; Cross-boarder "HAATS &
MELAS" markefts




Why Women in Informal Cross-Boarder Trade (ICBT)?
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Motivational Approach: within individual/person motivation
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Pull factors: Why interested fo the Push factors: Why NOT/LESS interested to
informal sector

the formal sector?

p
Low financial requirement Inequalities in access to family
resources (land, and property)
p
Only basic knowledge and
> skills requirement Societal norms that restricts women'’s
J mobility, education & skills

Customary laws that constrain women'’s
To be financially independent inheritance property rights




Women in Informal small

scale frade

Root-Causes = 4 Consequences
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« Restriction of mobility Limited/lack of
e * Involvement in Informal
Social-cultural beliefs and to family resources information/markets
norms (land, and property) + Access to loan/credit

* Customary laws TbOT \s Access to education /

constrain women'’s
\ / inheritance property

rights
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Conclusion & Way Forward

« Restriction of women access to land &
property rights through inheritance

« Ultimately restrict to access to
finance and credit

» Genderinclusive land reforms policies and
laws infroduced by governments

* Lack of proper implementation
mechanisms at the local administration
levels

« Sensitization programmes on existing
government laws and enforcement on the
women’s land rights

« Women enfrepreneurs & Local
government
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Thank you



